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URBAN MOVES INTERNATIONAL DANCE FESTIVAL RETURNS FOR A SECOND SUMMER OUTING

The second Urban Moves International Dance Festival will surprise Manchester crowds again with its unique blend of outdoor dance and spectacle from Friday 25 - Sunday 27 July. Urban Moves celebrates the cityscape and architecture of Manchester, staging unusual dance performances in the most unexpected of places. For three days some of the best companies from Brazil, France, Spain and Britain will be out on the town to entertain and astonish - in the parks, the fountains, in the squares and on the city’s walls. Performances take place in Manchester City Centre, Oldham and Bury.
With shows that are suitable for everybody, the festival will include plenty of the thrills it is renowned for. Watch out for some awesome aerial dance involving skyscraper cranes and some wicked waterplay! Approximately 6000 people enjoyed the city's first Urban Moves in 2005. Coming up on the programme this summer are:
Axial Dance (Britain, North West) Night Cocoons. A visually extraordinary performance, Night Cocoons is a brand new work with seven dancers encased in seven giant transparent pods.
Collision (Britain, North West) The Line. A large-scale choreography, involving people from all walks of life, this project is designed to connect and unite. Scores of participants will join hands to form The Line
Dance In Tension (Britain, North West) Point of Synthesis. Flamenco, Kung Fu, Contemporary and Street Dance to name but a few meld together, weave and compete creating a new and exciting experience - cultural fusion!
[EK!] Eklectika (Britain, North West) The Greenman. Dancers make their way across the city using pedestrian crossings to mark their route. Car passengers and onlookers are treated to a surreal few seconds of dance. The Garden Project brings history to life and looks into the role of the gardens today. 
Cie Gianni Joseph (France) Ladies & Men. Inspired by what he sees in the streets of the world Gianni brings a humorous take to the inexhaustible subject of love at first sight. A jubilant, graceful and rather wet celebration!  
Hofesh Shechter (Britain) Uprising. Hofesh Shechter’s work is supremely physical and charged with atmosphere. His recent choreography for Channel 4’s Skins and appearance on The Culture Show, is adding to his growing audience.
Liz Lea (Britain & Australia) Bluebird. Previously seen in Manchester at the 2002 Commonwealth Games Liz returns from a tour of India with a transfixing and imaginative work for Urban Moves.
The Best of Hip Hop from the Dies de Dansa Festival (Spain) 
The best hip hop from Barcelona’s recent international festival - bold and radical performance comes to Manchester for Urban Moves. 

Provisional Danza (Spain) Calle 4. A romantic and spectacular performance from Madrid that features a climactic dance under water, courtesy of a firemans hose! 
Cie Retouramont (France) Vide Accorde. An awesome and thrilling piece of aerial dance Vide Accorde will catch the breath in your throat. 

Wired Aerial Theatre – Fervorosa  
A skin-tingling collaboration between UK based Wired Aerial Theatre and Brenda Angiel from Buenos Aires. A heart racing, high-tempo spectacular that will spiral, twist and lunge high above the crowds to an original tango sound score .A Without Walls commission    

See www.urbanmovesfestival.co.uk for the full programme or call 0161 232 7179 for a brochure.
The adventurous Urban Moves has taken its place in the network of European dance festivals alongside Barcelona, Zurich and Genoa, to become an official festival of worldwide Cities That Dance http://www.cqd.info/home_eng.htm
Presented by Dance Initiative Greater Manchester with Manchester International Arts. www.digm.org, www.streetsahead.org
Urban Moves is funded by Arts Council England North West; Manchester City Council; Instituto Cervantes; Alliance Francaise; Piccadilly Partnership, Carcoons SSI Ltd, Salford University and the Metropolitan Borough Councils of Oldham, Bolton and Bury. 
URBAN MOVES - UP IN THE AIR, OFF THE WALL AND KICKING HEEL!

For press enquiries please contact Rachel Bartholomew at rachelbartholomew@mac.com tel: 07768 614865
ENDS
NOTES TO EDITORS 
Background
Dance Initiative Greater Manchester
DiGM is the dance agency for Greater Manchester, and a partner in national dance agency Dance Northwest. The agency runs creative projects throughout the region, and provides grants, advice and information. Projects include Afro-Vibes, workshops in African and Caribbean dance; a collaboration with the Commonwealth Film Festival to present When Dance Meets Film, a dedicated dance in film strand; Danceworks 2005, a community dance showcase; Greater Manchester Youth Games , a youth dance showcase; Older People Dancing, dance provision for older people.

www.digm.org
MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL ARTS AND STREETS AHEAD EVENTS 

MIA is a leading promoter of international performing arts in the North West, celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. The organisation remains driven in bringing the best international work and local community arts to a widest possible public audience. MIA festivals have an all important goal - to create an exciting, energising atmosphere in a town or city centre that maximises its existing potential, (shops, cafes, restaurants, open spaces and squares), by the addition of carefully chosen special events. These are all free or nearly free, with an inclusive family friendly atmosphere and an appeal to people from many different cultures. Almost all of MIA's work is outdoors and branded as Streets Ahead Events.

www.streetsahead.org
MANCHESTER CITY COUNCIL

Urban Moves is part of Manchester City Council's seasonal events programme,
there is a variety of events taking place throughout the city all year.
Other highlights include the BUPA Great Manchester Run, the Garden of
Delights and the European Christmas Markets. For a complete list and
updated information visit www.manchesterlive.co.uk or call Manchester
Visitor Information Centre on 0161 234 3157 for a full 2005 Events
Calendar.
Councillor Mark Hackett, Manchester City Council's Executive Member for
Culture and Leisure says:
"Manchester City Council is delighted with the breadth and quality of the
2005 events programme. It's good news for everyone in Manchester who will
benefit from the wide range of events to enjoy, many of which are free, and
from the improved profile of the City as a word-class destination."
For press and media enquiries, contact Martin Hellewell, Manchester City Council Press Office, tel: 0161 234 3729; email m.hellewell@manchester.gov.uk

